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AFTER SCHOOL MATTERS® EXPANDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN EFFORT TO 
PROVIDE MORE OUT-OF-SCHOOL TIME OPPORTUNITIES TO CHICAGO TEENS 

Eleven new executives and civic leaders to serve on the organizationʼs board  
 

CHICAGO—After School Matters announced today the appointment of eleven new members to 
its board of directors. The organization’s leadership made the decision to expand the board as it 
looks to increase opportunities to provide positive, productive programming to teens in 
neighborhoods across the City of Chicago.  
 
Founded in 1991 by former Chicago First Lady Maggie Daley, After School Matters is a nonprofit 
organization that offers Chicago high school teens high quality, out-of-school time opportunities to 
explore and develop their talents in the arts, communications, science, sports and technology, 
while gaining critical skills for work, college and beyond. Mellody Hobson, president of Ariel 
Investments, LLC, was appointed to succeed Maggie Daley as the chair of the After School 
Matters Board of Directors in July of 2012.  
 
“I am excited and honored to have a group of outstanding community and business leaders join 
the After School Matters Board of Directors,” said Hobson. “Each brings a unique passion to 
improving the lives of Chicago’s youth. I am confident this extraordinary group will help us provide 
even more teens with the skills they need for a great future.” 
 
The new board members include: 
 

• Jodi Block – civic leader  
• Francie Comer – civic leader 
• Matthew Gibson – head of Investment Banking for the Midwest Region, The Goldman 

Sachs Group, Inc. 
• Keith Gordon – founder, Keith the Computer Guy; senior instructor, After School Matters 

Youth Technology Corps; and After School Matters alumnus 
• Timothy Knowles – John Dewey director, The University of Chicago Urban Education 

Institute 
• Clare Muñana – president, Ancora Associates, Inc. 
• Michael Pucker – partner, Latham & Watkins LLP 
• Michael Reinsdorf – president and COO, Chicago Bulls 
• Suzanne Rooney – civic leader 
• Michael Sacks – CEO, Grosvenor Capital Management, L.P.* 
• Dona Scott – civic leader* 

 
* Indicates members who were previously on the After School Matters Advisory Board. 
For a full list of After School Matters board members, click here. 

 
“As a society and a business community, we have a great responsibility to support the growth and 
cultivate the talents of Chicago’s youth,” said After School Matters CEO Mary Ellen Caron. 



“Today’s teens are the future of our great city. They are our future workforce, our future leaders 
and, ultimately, our legacy. It is essential that we work together to provide greater opportunities 
and pathways that will lead to their success.”  
 
Multiple independent studies and recent data analyses have confirmed that teens who participate 
in After School Matters programs have fewer course failures, better attendance and higher high 
school graduation rates.  
 
Last year, After School Matters provided more than 22,000 program opportunities to teens across 
the city. This summer, the organization will offer more than 7,000 paid apprenticeship and 
internship job opportunities in the arts, communications, science, sports and technology to teens 
at nearly 150 locations throughout Chicago. 
 
For more information about After School Matters, visit www.afterschoolmatters.org.  
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Founded in 1991 by former Chicago First Lady Maggie Daley, After School Matters is a nonprofit 
organization that offers Chicago high school teens high quality, out-of-school time opportunities to 
explore and develop their talents, while gaining critical skills for work, college and beyond. Over 
the past two decades, more than 100,000 teens have participated in our hands-on, project-based 
arts, communications, science, sports and technology programs at Chicago public high schools, 
community locations across the city and Downtown at Gallery 37 Center for the Arts. After School 
Matters programs are developed and delivered through a network of public and private 
partnerships, including Chicago Public Schools, the Chicago Park District, the Chicago Public 
Library and a wide range of community organizations.  
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