
  

 
<<DATE>> 

Dear <<State Legislator>>, 

I am a proud supporter of After School Matters, and I am writing to stress the importance of 
continued funding for its programs. I hope you agree with me that our teens are our future and 
represent a critical investment that we all must make. Unfortunately, the Governor’s recent 
state budget proposal completely cuts After School Matters funding for Fiscal Year 2017, which 
would take effect July 1.The proposal reverses the State Board of Education’s earlier 
recommendation to fully fund After School Matters.  

Offering After School Matters programs at no cost to teens has allowed the organization to 
impact a wide variety of young people, cutting across socioeconomic, geographic and cultural 
lines. These programs help to shape our communities and the lives within them. 
 
I want you to know that: 
 

 89% of After School Matters teens live in high-poverty communities. 

 Nearly 800 program providers serve our teens. 

 After School Matters offers more than 1,000 programs across the city each year.  

 There are close to 400 program sites – including 71 high schools – which provide 
flexibility to our teens and increased opportunities for Chicago communities in need of 
resources and support. 

 After School Matters teens regularly have higher Freshmen On-Track, high school 
graduation, and college enrollment rates than their peers.  

 While over 15,000 teens participated in After School Matters last year,  
nearly 40,000 applied. 

 
<<insert personal thoughts>> 
 
I urge you to restore $2.4 million in State funding for After School Matters to the FY17 budget 
so the organization can continue to offer these important programs.  A loss of State funding 
would mean the loss of life-changing experiences for our teens. With your support, we can 
build on our success in developing the skills our young people need for college, careers and 
beyond. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
<<your name>> 
 
 
#TeensMATTER 


