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Chicago Teens Perform, Celebrate After School Matters’  
25th Anniversary at Annual Gala 

 
CHICAGO – Approximately 1,000 civic, corporate and community leaders attended the After School 

Matters® Annual Gala on Monday, September 19 at Chicago’s historic Navy Pier to celebrate 25 years 
of successfully providing after-school and summer programs to Chicago teenagers. Over the past 25 
years, more than 200,000 teens have participated in the nonprofit organization’s hands-on, project-
based after-school and summer programs in the arts, communications, science, sports and technology.  
This year alone, After School Matters provided 23,000 opportunities for Chicago teenagers to 
participate in the organization’s programs, which provide youth with an opportunity to explore and 
develop their talents while gaining critical skills for work, college and beyond.  
 
The Annual Gala, held in Navy Pier’s Lakeview Terrace and Aon Grand Ballroom, was presented by 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois and hosted by the After School Matters Board of Directors. Gala 
Co-Chairs included Mellody Hobson and George Lucas, Denise and Matt Gibson, D’Rita and Robbie 
Robinson, and Dona and Sam Scott. Honorary Chairs included Mayor Rahm Emanuel and Ms. Amy 
Rule, and The Honorable Richard M. Daley.  
 
“Our responsibility to the youth of Chicago does not end when the school bell rings at the end of the 
day or the end of the year. After School Matters plays an essential role in keeping students safe and 
engaged while they are out of school, while giving them opportunities to discover their full potential,” 
said Mayor Rahm Emanuel. “I want to thank the staff, instructors and supporters of After School 
Matters for providing thousands of Chicago’s young people across Chicago with the opportunities they 
need to prepare for the successful futures they deserve.”    
 
One of the Gala’s highlights featured teens from multiple After School Matters dance, music and vocal 
arts programs performing a medley of Prince songs. A gallery showcased the work of teens that 
participated in After School Matters programs this summer through hands-on exhibits and displays in 
music, drawing, painting, glassworks, photography, multi-media digital arts, print-making and jewelry-
making, as well as interactive displays showcasing skills in sustainable energy technology and urban 
agriculture. All visual art pieces displayed at the event were available for purchase, and any not 
purchased will now be on sale at the After School Matters Gift Shop, located at 66 E. Randolph. All 
proceeds support After School Matters programming. 
 
“While we look back in amazement at how we have grown, we also look forward with determination to a 
future in which we have completely realized our founder Maggie Daley’s vision – a city where all teens 

have the opportunities they deserve,” said Mellody Hobson, board chair of After School Matters. “In 
fact, we received nearly 45,000 teen applications for programs last year, but only had capacity to 
provide 23,000 opportunities. The support we received tonight will help After School Matters continue to 
close this opportunity gap.” 
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In honor of the Annual Gala, the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois headquarters skyscraper on 
Randolph Street was lit up to display “AFTER SCHOOL MATTERS” during the event in a show of 
support for the organization and its mission. 
 
“It is incredible to think that After School Matters is here 25 years after our first programs launched. 
While we celebrate our accomplishments, we must work harder than ever to increase opportunities for 
even more teens throughout Chicago to support their development and long term path to success,” said 
Mary Ellen Caron, chief executive officer of After School Matters. “I know that Maggie would be proud 
tonight – proud of what we have built together, and proud of Chicago’s teenagers who are making the 
choice to invest in themselves.”   
 
Individuals, corporations, foundations and organizations interested in supporting and contributing to 
After School Matters can visit www.afterschoolmatters.org/support-us/give-to-asm/. Those interested in 
volunteering can visit www.afterschoolmatters.org/volunteer. Teens can search and apply for programs 
at www.afterschoolmatters.org/teens. Follow After School Matters on Twitter at @aftrschoolmttrs, on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/AfterSchoolMatters and on Instagram at AfterSchoolMatters. Learn 
more at www.afterschoolmatters.org.   
 

~ ~ ~ 
 
ABOUT AFTER SCHOOL MATTERS: 
After School Matters provides Chicago high school teens with high quality, out-of-school time 
opportunities to explore and develop their talents while gaining critical skills for work, college and 
beyond. Over the past 25 years, more than 200,000 teens have participated in our hands-on, project-
based after-school and summer programs in the arts, communications, science, sports and technology. 
Programs take place at locations throughout the city including Chicago public high schools, Chicago 
Park District and Chicago Public Library locations, community-based organizations and downtown at 
the Gallery 37 Center for the Arts. www.afterschoolmatters.org. 

 
For more information, visit www.afterschoolmatters.org. Follow After School Matters on Twitter 
at @aftrschoolmttrs, on Facebook at facebook.com/afterschoolmatters, on YouTube at 
youtube.com/aftrschoolmttrs, and on Instagram at AfterSchoolMatters. 
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