
EXPERIMENT 
LEADERSHIP
INSTITUTE 
Fully funded 
scholarships for young 
men of color in Chicago

 

The Experiment is currently providing 
fully funded scholarships for young men 
of color in Chicago to participate in a 
transformative summer abroad program. 
Scholarship recipients will participate in one 
of two programs: India: Public Health and 
Community Development or South Africa: 
Youth Leadership in Peace, Politics, and 
Human Rights. Both programs consist of a 
Washington, DC-based leadership seminar; 
a month of host-country immersion; and 
reentry, synthesis, project planning and 
design in Vermont. In the year following their 
program, students will plan and implement 
community based projects with guidance 
from experienced mentors. With support 
from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation, The Experiment is recruiting four 
outstanding, engaged and committed young 
men of color from Chicago to participate in 
the Leadership Institute this summer.  

Scholarship recipients will join a diverse circle 
of exceptional peers on a program specifically 
designed to develop crucial college-relevant 
skills and knowledge related to critical 
global issues, leadership, and resilience. The 
Experiment Leadership Institute programs 
have been carefully designed to explore the 
local and global ramifications of topics such as 
global health, human rights, and social change 

and to provide participants with an opportunity 
to see in real time what communities are doing 
on the ground to address these challenges.

The Experiment has been offering innovative 
and immersive summer abroad programs for 
youth for nearly 85 years.

Intensive Leadership Training For High School Students

Eligibility
 
Applicants must be rising high school seniors 
in the Chicago area in the summer of 2017 (with 
a high school graduation year of 2018), male, 
and at least 16 years old but not more than 18 
years old at the time of the program. Applicants 
must demonstrate excellence in academics or 
community engagement. 
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How to Apply
Apply online at https://www.experiment.org/pn/
apply/apply-now/ by January 18th at 5pm EST 
following these instructions:

1. On the second page of the application, 
Program Selection page, the applicant should 
answer “yes” to the question, “Were you 
nominated to apply by your sponsoring 
school, mentoring organization, or sending 
high school?” Then, the applicant should 
choose, “MacArthur Foundation – Chicago” 
from the drop down list provided.

2. On the same Program Selection page, the 
applicant enters three (3) program choices. 
The first two program choices should be 
either “India: Public Health and Community 
Development (Leadership Institute)” or 
“South Africa: Youth Leadership in Peace, 
Politics, and Human Rights (Leadership 
Institute).” The applicant should also enter a 
third choice Experiment program, which is not 
a Leadership Institute program. 

3. The applicant will need to complete the online 
applicant profile, short answer questions, 
essays, and host family letter.

4. On the Teacher Reference page, the applicant 
should enter the names and email addresses 
of the two adult teachers, mentors, or coaches 
who will act as references. The reference 
writers will then receive the reference forms 
by email.

5. On the Scholarships & Financial Aid page, the 
applicant should complete the checkbox and 
enter the name and email address of a parent/
guardian, who will receive the financial aid 
application web form, which is required.

6. The $50 application fee and $400 program 
deposit have been waived for The Experiment 
Leadership Institute.

7. Applications are not complete until we receive 
the online application submission, the two 
references, host family letter, and financial aid 
application.

We seek students who can take initiative through 
the application process, particularly because 
this is a leadership development program. We 
discourage parent involvement in the initial 
application process. Questions? Call 800-345-
2929 or email Marni Goodman marni.goodman@
experiment.org. 


